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This year's selection committee 
for the Camas-Washougal Business 
Person of the Year award recognized 
a name that’s been a part of local 
commerce for more than 50 years, 

Paul and Barbara Runyan, owners 
of Runyan's Jewelry Store, are the 
1997 recipients of the award present- 
ed by the Camas-Washougal Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the Camas- 
Washougal Post-Record. 

The couple will be honored, along 
with others, during an awards ban- 
quet June 5 at the Camas Community 
Center. 

“The Runyans were selected for 
their long-term commitment to the 
community,” Kim Bennett, executive 
director of the Chamber, said. She 
cited the couple’s involvement in ser- 
vice organizations as another reason 
why the selection committee over- 
whelmingly voted to present the 
Runyans with the honor. “They were, 
by far, the most deserving,” Bennett 
added. 

The Runyans are the current care- 
takers of their family-operated jewel- 
ry store that Paul’s grandfather, 
Leonard, purchased in 1946. Run- 
yan’s was originally located at 307 
N.E. Fourth until moving to its cur- 
rent 327 N.E. Fourth Ave. store in 
1961. 

During the store’s early years in 
town, Paul occasionally worked there 
while attending Camas High School. 
After graduating from high school in 
1952, he went on to Linfield College 
in McMinnville, Ore., for a year be- 
fore he and his new wife, Barbara, 
went to Elgin, IL, to study watch- 
making. A year later, they returned to 
Washington and opened a jewelry 
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In 1975, Emerson retired from the 
partnership with his son. A year later, 
the Runyans expanded to a second 
store in White Salmon, Wash. Paul 
now divides his time between the 
Camas and White Salmon stores. 

Within the year, however, Paul and 
Barbara’s ownership of the family 
business will be handed over to the 
next generation. The couple is plan- 
ning (o retire this year and transfer 
ownership to their daughter, Debra 
Runyan, who currently manages the 
White Salmon store. 

“I want to spend more time at 
home. I’ve been working for 27 
years,” Barbara said. Beyond that, 
the future is unplanned. “When I 


“We’ve tried to make 
(the community) a 
better place to live 

for our kids and for 

ourselves.” 


— Paul Runyan 


walk out that door, then I'll decide,” 
she added. 

Paul plans to spend more time 
working on a 100-acre tree farm they 
own. He noted the farm needs contin- 
ual maintenance. Both he and Bar- 
bara also plan to do some traveling. 

The two will still likely remain in- 
volved in the community, though. In- 
volvement over the years for Paul in- 
cluded 25 years of service as a volun- 
teer Camas firefighter and emer- 
gency medical technician. He was in 
on the ground floor when Camas ini- 
tiated its ambulance service. 

Paul also served as a Clark Public 
Utility District Commissioner for 14 
years. In honor of his years of service 
for the utility, the agency named an 


joked. 


Over the years, Barbara has been 
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Paul and Barbara Runyan, owners of Runyan's Jewelry Store in 
downtown Camas, are the 1997 Camas-Washougal Business People 
of the Year. The two will be honored, along with other outstanding local 


Washougal Chamber of Commerce and the Camas-Washougal Post 
Record. Staff photo by Chris Clohessy. 


and remains active with a variety of 
service organizations, including the 
Order of Eastern Star, the Philan- 
thropic Education Organization and 
the Masons. “ “ag accom- 
plishment was raising four girls,” she 
commented. 


Likewise, Paul has been involved 
in similar groups, including the East- 
ern Star, Masons, Elks, Lions and 
Moose. 

“We've tried to make (the commu- 
nity) a better place to live for our kids 
and for ourselves,” Paul commented 


about their involvement. 

Through their business, the Run- 
yans’ business reflects a similar phi- 
losophy with a commitment to cus- 
tomer service. “Most of the time we 
make people happy by giving them 
good service and treating them right,” 


Barbara said. f 

“We try hard to please everybody, 
Paul added. 

“If you're going to run a small. 
town business, you've got to be mo 
personal,” Barbara continued. 
“It's a fun business,” Paul noted. 


